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1. Introduction 

At the Nigel Bowes Academy our curriculum is based on the National Curriculum but 
tailored to meet the individual needs of all of our children. When children arrive at Nigel 
Bowes Academy their previous educational experience can vary significantly, so our 
curriculum is designed to allow children to catch up and progress in a class-based 
setting. Children are taught in small class groups allowing us to provide outstanding 
levels of support and challenge, whilst covering all areas of the National Curriculum. 

 

2. Aims 

The aims of our school curriculum are: 

• to provide outstanding learning experiences for all of our children, leading to 
outstanding progress for all; 

• to promote a positive attitude towards learning and raise self-esteem, so children 
enjoy coming to school and acquire a solid base for lifelong learning; 

• to enable children to be innovative, to use ‘thinking’ and problem-solving skills, and 
to be independent learners; 

• to develop children’s skills of teamwork and communication, and the ability to work 
in collaboration with others; 

• to teach children about the wider world, including how their environment and 
society have changed over time; 

• to promote British Values, so children appreciate diversity, respect the views of 
others and enable them to become positive citizens, contributing to the society in 
which they live. 

 

3. Curriculum Statement 

The INTENT of the Nigel Bowes curriculum is: 

To provide a wide range of engaging learning opportunities enabling children to make 
progress towards achieving their personalised goals, equipping them with the skills and 

attributes needed to become resilient, safe and respectful citizens. 

We IMPLEMENT our curriculum by: 

• We offer an engaging, broad and balanced curriculum, addressing under-lying 
issues that are barriers to learning. This enables children to develop core skills,  

 

 



  

  Page 4 of 7 

knowledge and understanding which helps them to achieve outstanding rates of progress 
and close any gaps towards age-related levels of attainment. 

• We teach all National Curriculum subjects using a wide range of resources and 
teaching methods to engage our children. Particular focus is given to the 
development of key literacy and numeracy skills, improved levels of attention and 
concentration, social skill development, emotional health, well-being and self-
regulation. Personalised learning programmes support children in meeting specific 
individual needs and making progress against the outcomes on their Education 
Health and Care Plans. 

• Medium term and weekly plans are developed from the long-term planning 
outlined in the NBA curriculum maps. Teachers use Read Write Inc, Read to Write, 
Big Maths, Twinkl Planit and Alfresco Learning to inform their planning.  

The expected IMPACT of our curriculum: 

• Children have made progress towards achieving their personalised goals enabling 
them to continue their journey to becoming resilient, safe and respectful citizens. 

 
4. Our Curriculum 

Our curriculum map follows the programmes of study in the national curriculum and our 
timetable includes all subject areas. We use a spiral curriculum model that builds upon 
both skills and knowledge.  
 
English and Mathematics 
Writing and Maths are taught as discrete lessons. We use Read to Write and Big Maths 
short term planning to complement our curriculum delivery in English and Mathematics. 
This planning is based on the KS1 and KS2 programmes of study. 
We prioritise reading as a key life skill, and are dedicated to enabling our children to 
become lifelong readers. By the time children leave NBA we aim for them to be competent 
and fluent readers who can recommend books to their peers, reading a range of genres 
and participate in discussions about books, including evaluating an author’s use of 
language and the impact this can have on the reader.  
We use a synthetic phonics programme called ‘Read Write Inc’ produced by Ruth Miskin. 
Read Write Inc is a method of learning letter sounds and blending them together to read 
and write words. As part of this, children have daily phonics lessons in class groups where 
they participate in speaking, listening and spelling activities that are matched to their 
developing needs. The teachers draw upon observations and continuous assessment to 
ensure children are stretched and challenged and to identify children who may need 
additional support. Children work through the different phases, learning and developing  
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their phonics sounds and knowledge.  In addition, we also use resources from Read, Write, 
Inc. to develop reading and writing skills, with particular attention to phoneme and 
grapheme development.  
 
Science 
Science is planned from Twinkl Planit following the KS1 and KS2 national curriculum.  
These units have been created to develop children’s enthusiasm for and knowledge and 
understanding of science. The Science curriculum is enriched by Alfresco Learning with an 
emphasis on hands-on learning and enabling children to develop their investigation skills 
while securing their grasp of key scientific principles.  
 
PHSE and RSE 
At NBA our PSHE and RSE curriculum is statutorily compliant and intended to have a 
positive impact on our children, providing them with the essential knowledge and skills for 
life, by mitigating any social and emotional barriers to learning and building confidence 
and self-esteem. We believe that our curriculum also helps disadvantaged and 
vulnerable children achieve to a greater extent by raising aspirations and empowering 
them with the skills they need to overcome any barriers they face. We ensure that all 
children can develop the  
 
knowledge, skills and attributes they need to succeed at school and in the wider world. 
Our PSHE and RSE curriculum follows the KS1 and KS2 programmes of study and is 
complimented by the resources available from Jigsaw PSHE.  
Our PSHE and RSE policy provides further details about the curriculum delivery.  
 
Physical Education  
It is important that children lead healthy lives and we are committed to ensure that every 
child has the opportunity to develop their fitness and physical literacy and well-being. 
Children have 2 lessons of PE per week. Children are taught a wide variety of sports, 
games and skills and we also encourage active learning opportunities throughout the 
school day. 
 
Creative Curriculum and Foundation Subjects 
Creative Curriculum and Foundation Subjects are sequenced to build upon prior 
knowledge, extend learning and to allow links to be made between these topics and the 
half termly PSHE theme.  
Humanities and creative lessons are complemented by planning from Twinkl Planit 
following the KS1 and KS2 national curriculum. The humanities curriculum is enriched by 
Alfresco Learning with an emphasis on hands-on, practical learning experiences. 
History/Geography and Art and Design/Design and Technology are taught in half term 
blocks rotating between the two subjects.   
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Computing is planned based on the programmes of study in the national curriculum with 
a particular emphasis on staying safe online. 
Twinkl resources focusing on French and Spanish are available to support planning of a 
Languages themed week where our children are exposed to foreign languages and 
diversity of culture. 
 
Opportunities to be exposed to music (based on the aims of the KS1 and KS2 programmes 
of study) are carefully planned for, taking account of our children varied sensory needs. 
External providers complement sessions delivered by school staff. 
 
5. Planning 

We plan our curriculum delivery in two stages: 
• Each curriculum area has a Subject leader who is responsible for mapping the 

long-term plan for their subject and adapting to meet the needs of our children. 
• Medium term plans are written every half term and show planned curriculum 

coverage for that half term. Through our medium-term plans, we give clear 
guidance on the learning objectives/outcomes and the learning journey for that 
half term. 

• Our planning is shared with parents through our Curriculum Overview document, 
which is sent to parents at the start of every half term. This will include details of the 
upcoming learning opportunities as well as support strategies that can be used at 
home. 

6. Learning Environment 

Children are taught in small classes which may have high staffing numbers, depending 
on the needs of the children.  
In addition to the school’s high expectations and behaviour policy. Every child has the 
right to learn and we utilise all school facilities to ensure that all children can learn and 
make progress. 
 
7. Inclusive Curriculum 

Our lessons are planned to be fully inclusive. We adapt our curriculum and teaching to 
meet the learning needs of children across the ability range. If a child has a need which 
requires additional support beyond the classroom, school-based interventions take place 
or may involve appropriate external services to provide further advice and support. 
Our curriculum promotes the rights of our children and the rights of others. All children 
have a right to a high-quality education irrespective of gender, race, religious beliefs, 
ethnicity or disability. 
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8. Achievement 

It is our expectation that every child achieves their own challenging targets every year. 
Academic and EHCP (Education, Health and Care Plan) targets are set at the start of every 
academic year and progress towards these targets is monitored termly.  
 
 
 
 

 

9. Monitoring, Review and Leadership 

The curriculum is formally reviewed annually by the Senior Leadership team. The Assistant 
Vice Principal monitors the curriculum across the year and reports outcomes to the Senior 
Leadership team.  
 
 


